
 

 

 

 

 

May 26, 2015 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

As you may know on March 23, 2015 the Chillicothe City School District Board of 

Education approved the lowest responsible bid to demolish the J.A. Smith Building.  After eight 

years of being unoccupied, and five without utilities or security, the board decided that no 

feasible solution had presented itself for future use of the building.  The board even gave careful 

consideration to the idea of renovating the building and re-purposing it as an elementary 

building.  The costs and challenges for doing so were considered to be too significant so the 

decision was made to move forward with demolition. 

I am happy to report that at its May 18, 2015 regular Board of Education meeting a 

resolution was passed to enter into agreement with the Ohio School Facilities Commission/Ohio 

Facilities Construction Commission to proceed with the long-awaited second phase of the 

district’s facilities master plan.  After passing a levy in 2004 to complete the first phase of the 

project, we are now able to move forward with the second and final phase of our plan.  During 

that time some things about our district and our plan have changed, and some things have 

remained the same.  One of the things that has changed is the amount of state assistance we 

receive.  In 2004 the district was only set to receive 20% of the funds from the OSFC in a 

program called ELPP (Expedited Local Partnership Program).  Today, I am pleased to report 

that the Chillicothe Schools will receive 55% state funding in a program known as CFAP 

(Classroom Facilities Assistance Program).  The plan will be to build a new PK-2 building on the 

site of the Western Building and a new 3-6 building on Arch Street where Smith now sits.  These 

two new facilities will provide the state-of-the-art buildings that will allow our children to have the 

best possible school facilities with all Chillicothe children being housed at just three sites within 

a four-block radius surrounding the geographic center of the city of Chillicothe.  By reducing 

sites we are able to increase efficiency and bring ALL of our students together by grade level.  

This will allow us to improve our distribution of educational resources to better meet the needs 

of our students.  Because we are receiving more aid from the state and due to the increased 

efficiency we will have the opportunity to do this without asking the taxpayers for additional 

millage!  The exciting message is “2 NEW buildings = same rates!”  Under current law this is 

possible through a series of resolutions the board will approve on the condition that voters 

approve a 2.9 mill bond issue on November 3, 2015.  In the early fall the district will hold 

meetings to further explain the details and I will continue to place information on the district’s 

website for your perusal. 

This exciting opportunity is only offered to our community for a limited time so it is 

important to ensure that people are informed and understand this information.  As parents it is 

especially important that you are aware of how these opportunities will affect you and your 



children.  If you have questions you are welcome to call me at 740-775-4250 or email me at 

jon.saxton@ccsd.us.  As mentioned, we will provide more information to the public through a 

levy campaign that will explain this information in greater detail.  If you are interested in joining 

the levy campaign more information will be available at our levy campaign website at 

www.voteyeschillicothe.com. 

During the course of the past year I have stated “It’s a Great Time to be a Cavalier!”  As 

you can see, with this news we have an exciting opportunity for our children and our community.  

I look forward to working alongside you to help make this opportunity a reality! 

 

Go Cavs! 

 
Jon C. Saxton, Superintendent 

Chillicothe City School District 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


